Te Araroa Walkway : Porirua — Wellington section

Few capital cities offer walks with such spectacular views as the section of the
Te Araroa walkway from Porirua to the top of the Cable Car in Wellington’s
Botanical Gardens. On a clear day, the views stretch up to Mt Taranaki in the
north, across to the South Island’s Kaikoura Ranges and Marlborough
Sounds, and embrace the city’s attractive harbour and hillside suburbs.

The easy accessibility of the start and end points for the 24km walk, and the
many exit points along the way for those unable to complete the full distance,
add to its appeal. However, it does take over 8 hours, including stops, so a
high level of fitness is recommended to do it all in one day.

Getting There

The start point is Elsdon Camp in the suburb of Porirua, easily accessible by
car or commuter train from Wellington. There is a car park. The end point is
the top of the Cable Car in Wellington’s Botanical Gardens — close to the city
centre. Note: There are no toilets available at the Elsdon start point.

Elsdon Camp to Colonial Knob (3.9 kms—-1hr40mi ns)

Follow the well-marked gravelled track up through the sheltering bush, which
includes many Nikau palms. It's a steep climb, but made easier by the well
formed steps provided by the Porirua City Council.

Glimpses of the Porirua inlet can be seen through the bush to the north. The
effort put into the climb is well rewarded just above the bushline by panoramic
views up the Kapiti Coast and across to Kapiti Island and the distant
Kaikouras. Walk past the Raiha St turnoff and follow the bright blue marker
posts across undulating farmland up to the Colonial Knob communications
station.



Colonial Knob to Ohariu Valley cross roads (7kms — 2 hrs 10 mins)
Continuing across undulating farmland in the company of sheep and cows,
you see the first of the Te Araroa markers — white poles with yellow circles.
The track takes you along the edge of a forest of pines and gums and begins
to descend towards Ohariu Valley. Keep alert for track markers as about
halfway down the hill you need to turn sharply to the left to go into the forest
and a steep zig zagging descent over the soft pine needle-laden ground.

Follow the markers down until you emerge
from the trees at the end of Ohariu Valley
Road. You walk down the sealed road, past
fields of sheep, cows and horses and the
occasional goat and llama. Children of all
ages will enjoy spotting the gaudy but rather
gorgeous big blue rooster letterbox at a farm
entrance on the left.

Just under 5 kms along the road, and just
short of the cross roads, you'll see the
Saddleback Café and riding academy on your
right - an ideal spot to stop for lunch and to
use the facilities. Note that the Café is only
open on Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays.

As you're walking along this section of Ohariu Valley Road look up to the
ridge on your left, which is where the local Te Araroa Trust group hopes to be
able to reach agreement with private landowners and others to enable the
walkway to go along the ridgeline.

Ohariu Valley crossroads — Mt Kaukau (4 kms —1 hr 30 mins)

Just along from the café you'll meet the
crossroads, where you proceed straight ahead
into Rifle Range Road. A few hundred metres
along this sealed road you'll spot the large sign
on your left, pointing the way up to the left along
the Old Coach Road. Built from 1856-58, this
was the first formed road that connected
Johnsonville with Ohariu Valley, but despite its
name it was never actually used by coaches.

Please respect the signs asking you to keep to

the track because some of it is through private

farm land. The well marked track winds around

the edge of the hill and passes a bronze plague

on a large boulder that contains a poem in memory of a local man — a perfect
place to take a short break and look back on the impressive distance you've
already covered!



Just around the corner past the plague you suddenly find yourself on the edge
of suburbia. While the urban sprawl of Johnsonville may not be a welcome
sight for everyone, if you look to the left you'll continue to be rewarded with
great vistas across farmland and beyond.

From this point you won't
be able to miss the
television antenna that
stands 122 metres tall
atop Mt Kaukau. You'll
see two exit points off the
track to the right, taking
you down to Truscott
Avenue where you can
walk into the centre of
Johnsonville to access
buses and trains into
Wellington city if you
don’t want to complete
the whole walk.

Johnsonville Park, at the top of Truscott Avenue, is the start of the Wellington
City Council's Northern Walkway. From this point the Te Araroa walkway
joins the Northern Walkway and follows it most of the way through to the
Botanical Gardens. Johnsonville Park is also the start of the Wellington City
Council’'s Skyline Track, which you will follow to just beyond Mt Kaukau.

Mt Kaukau is the 445 metre high point of the walk (photo below), a great place
to have a break and take in the panoramic views of the city, harbour and
Rimutaka and Tararua Ranges to the east.



On a clear day you can see across to the South Island’s snow-capped Mount
Tapuaeoenuku, the first significant peak climbed by New Zealand’s most
famous mountaineer Sir Edmund Hillary. The television transmitter, a feature
of the Wellington skyline since 1965, is the primary source of television and
radio coverage for the greater Wellington region.

Mt Kaukau to Trelissick Park (4kms - 1 hr 15mins)

Follow the Skyline Track signs off to the right and walk along the ridge. About
20 minutes along you'll reach a sign pointing down to Awarua Street, in the
suburb of Ngaio — this is where you leave the Skyline Track.

The short but steep descent
back into suburbia provides
welcome shelter from the wind
that usually blows along the
ridgeline. The shape of the
trees (left) is testament to the
conditions.

Walk down Awarua Street and

under the rail bridge before

reaching Cummings Park.

There are public toilets behind

the library in Cummings Park,
and there is a café and dairies close by. This is where you rejoin the Northern
Walkway. Following the signs, turn right into Ottawa Road and walk past the
roundabout, cross to the left hand side of the road and head towards Crofton
Downs). Just before the Crofton Downs rail bridge you'll see a large sign on
the left for Trelissick Park. Following the directions, go down the steps to the
left. A few metres later you'll reach Wightwick’s Field, a peaceful grassed
area ideal for taking a break.

Trelissick Park to Tinkakori Road, via Tinakori Hil | (4 kms — 1 hr 30 mins)

Continue on the well
marked gravel path
through the park area,
crossing the Korimako
Stream before climbing
the short, steep path up
to Hanover Street.

Proceed up the street
until it joins Wadestown
Road. Cross over and
look for the signs at the
bottom of the Weld Street
steps.



You'll also find public toilets at this point, and a café and dairy in the block of
shops. Proceed up Weld Street, one of Wellington’s steepest thoroughfares,
until you reach a large sign on your left pointing the way to the Tinakori Hill
section of the Northern Walkway.

Originally the hills were covered in dense native mixed broadleaf podocarp
forest. In the 1840s the hills were incorporated into the Town Belt. The land
was gradually cleared and burnt, however, for various purposes such as
hunting, grazing, quarrying and mining. Although native regeneration is
plentiful, introduced trees predominate, including radiata pine, macrocarpa
and sycamore.

Birds thrive in this section of the walk,
especially native fantails
(piwakawaka), tui, grey warblers
(riroriro) and silvereyes (tauhou).

Follow the well marked path around
the edge of the hill above the historic
suburb of Thorndon, taking in the
great views of the old houses,
including Premier House, the Prime
Minister’s official residence.

Follow the signs taking you down a
zig zag path and steeps to the top of
St Mary’s Street, which joins Tinakori
Road. Walk straight across Tinakori
Road and up the steps into the
Botanical Gardens.



Tinakori Road to Cable Car, via Botanical Gardens (1 km — 25 mins)

Following the Northern Walkway signs, head
off around the side of the rose garden (where
there is a café and public toilets) and up
through the bush walk and on to the sealed
path to the top of the ridge.

Off to the right you'll see the three distinctive

domed buildings that make up the Carter

Observatory. In front of the observatory is

the very interesting Sundial of Human

Involvement — gifted to the gardens to

commemorate the 150™ anniversary of the

Plimmer family settling in Wellington. The

horizontal sundial is a series of fixed points

located around the circumference of an

ellipse — a person is used to produce a

shadow by standing on the marked spot in the centre of the ellipse, accurate
to within a few minutes. No allowance is needed for daylight saving because
the bronze hour columns are moved by staff twice a year.

The path then takes you down a few steps, past the Australian garden, and
back up the hill to the cable car. This is the end (or the start if you're going
the other way) or your walk, the southern most point of the North Island
section of the Te Araroa Walkway. It is marked with a bronze plaque (below)
containing words from a Denis Glover poem.



Going Further

To walk all the way through to the south coast, you can join the City to Sea
Walkway in the Botanical Gardens, ending at Island Bay. Maps for this 12 km
walk are available from the Wellington City Council,
www.feelinggreat.co.nz/facilities-and-venues/walkways-and-tracks

NOTES

Total distance : 24 kms

Total time : 8.5 hours (for fit walkers, allowing for lunch and rest breaks)

Cautions : It can get very windy and cold along the ridges, so always
take warm, waterproof clothing, even on fine days.

Dogs: Allowed on the Northern Walkway sections provide d they are on
a leash. Other sections of the walkway are not sui  table for dogs as they
go through private farm land.

Cellphone coverage : Good coverage along most of the walkway.

Map Reference : Topographical Map = NZMS260 R27, Pt.Q27




